Manhole Cutter FAQ’s

How much will it cost?

See pricing information for rental and purchase, accessible from bottom of the plate compactor product page.

When can I have it?

Normally, within a week in the lower 48 states if it is in stock in the USA; otherwise, shipping terms need to be discussed.

How does it connect?

The manhole cutters stocked within the USA are fitted with a universal skid steer adapter plate. This allows connection to all major skid steer machines. Other configurations are available on special request. The manhole cutters require a “high-flow” machine with both the “high-flow” hydraulic circuit and “low-flow”, or auxiliary, hydraulic circuit. Some skid steer manufacturers do not offer a high-flow model with the secondary circuit; we offer a hydraulic splitter attachment to accommodate this situation.  The return line, case drain, must always be connected. 

Will it fit my skid steer?

The manhole cutters offered by Mountain Valley Equipment are provided with universal skid steer adapter plates. They will fit the majority of skid steer units in production.   

See Diagram A.
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This is how the Cutter should look  when it is connected to a skidsteer.   It is not necessary to ha ve a track machine, just a skid steer that has the  tipping weight for 3000 lbs and the necessary hydraulics.    
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Please note: if there is a door on the skid steer, it will probably need to be removed or modified when using this attachment.  Often the skid steer door will not open because of the height of the mounting bracket.  

How often do I need to replace teeth on the manhole cutter?

Generally, teeth need to be replaced after 40 holes are cut on normal asphalt with a skilled operator.  The depth of the cuts, hardness of material, temperature, aggregate composition, diameter of cutter head and other variables with affect the actual performance of the teeth. Concrete will cause faster wear; operator attentiveness will play a part.

What are the shipping costs?

Quotes are available upon request.

What type of skid steer will I need?

The manhole cutters require a “high-flow” machine with both the “high-flow” hydraulic circuit and “low-flow”, or auxiliary, hydraulic circuit. Some skid steer manufactures do not offer a high-flow model with the secondary circuit. We offer a hydraulic splitter attachment to accommodate this situation.

Billing terms?  Payable 30 Days from date of invoice with PO#.  Otherwise, payment in full is required before shipment.    

How many holes can I cut in one day?  It has been our experience, with properly trained operators, that an average of 15 manhole cuts per hour can be expected. As with teeth wear, depth of the cuts, hardness of material, temperature, aggregate composition, diameter of cutter head and other variables with affect the actual performance. For most estimating purposes, 1 minute per inch of depth in asphalt is an average cutting time. This cutting time is viable up to a depth of 8 inches. Cutting at depths over 8 inches increases cutting time exponentially.

What about replacement parts?

They are minimal, though teeth are the quickest wearable part.  We do generally have parts in stock for order.  The rubber feet will have to be replaced at some point upon wearing out.   

How do I find center of a buried manhole?  

There are several methods used in the industry. Triangulation measurements, cross string measuring and GPS are a few. GPS is the most accurate and cost effective. We would be glad to provide more information if needed.

How fast does it cut?  

The cutter head rotates at a rate of 30 RPM on most skid steer machines. 
How heavy is the machine?

Manhole cutter – 1850 #

Cutter Heads – Range from approximately 150# for the 18” diameter to 800# for the 55” diameter.

What size cutter head will I need?

Necessary cutter head size for various tasks depends on the governing authority and specifications. Our most popular cutter head size for manholes is the 50 inch. With a nominal 24 inch diameter manhole casting, this allows for a 12 inch concrete collar. This is a very common requirement. A 30 inch diameter head is used for standard water valve boxes to achieve the same effect. We will be glad to help you determine the proper size for your application.

Are there other items that will be required?

The customer will be required to obtain and install the necessary hydraulic couplings to connect the attachment to the skid steer. (the thread of the 2 big hoses is 1 1/16” 12 UN, the thread of the 3 small hoses is ½” BSP 60°)  We would also suggest the purchase of a “centering grid” to facilitate placement of attachment over the center of the manhole. Due to the dry cut nature of the carbide teeth, water is not necessary.

What is the warranty?

One year for Manhole cutters and any other equipment.
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